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ALL MAPPED OUT
Build and design a route 
from one destination to the 
next with the Fugawi iNavX 
application. Boaters can 
download Navionics charts 
and access such informa-
tion as the time remaining 
between waypoints, the 
total distance covered and 
ETA at the end of the route. 
Weather displays are also 
included. iTunes.com, $49.99
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LEAD BOAT OCEAN ALEXANDER 78 SKYLOUNGE MOTORYACHT 

Reach for the Sky(lounge)

SKYLOUNGE. The word conjures 
up images of a commanding 
perch. Odin and the Norse gods 

probably had a skylounge. Bond vil-
lains could operate from a skylounge. 
OK, maybe we’re having a little fun 
with the concept. No harm done. Sure, 
it’s the fl ybridge enclosed by windows 
and a bulkhead aft, but skylounge adds 
a bit of the unknown — unknown be-
cause it can mean different things to 
different people. It can mean security. 
It can mean freedom, especially in the 
Northwest. It can mean owners get to 
cruise whenever they want.
 On the Ocean Alexander 78 Sky-
lounge MY, it also means more. On 
the open fl ybridge version, triple cap-
tain’s chairs sit at the ample helm, 

and aft of them is an L-shaped settee 
with a wood table, which is just under 
the hardtop. Steps come up from the 
main-deck wheelhouse/galley area. 
Convert the 78 to a skylounge — one 
of which was recently delivered to a 
Canadian owner — and the L-shaped 
settee becomes a U-shaped lounge 
with room for at least six at a dining 
table. The biggest change is the ad-
dition of a day head, which is a nice 
touch. A glass door provides access to 
the aft deck, which houses a davit and 
the tender.

The rest of the yacht is pure Ocean 
Alexander. The salon offers a spacious 
and comfortable social area, the 
galley has several feet of counter 
space and top-of-the-line appliances 
for fi ne dining at sea, all three 
staterooms enjoy en suite heads, and 
the wood, stone and stainless steel 
are impeccably rendered. A bar and 
a settee on the transom with a table 
for at least 10 (with additional deck 
chairs) turn the covered aft deck into 
the spot for sunset cocktails when the 
weather is right.
 At almost 80 feet long, the 78 Sky-
lounge cuts a dashing fi gure at the 
dock or on the open ocean, and while 
we can’t guarantee the skylounge 
will make people argue over wheth-
er there’s a celebrity or an oligarch 
aboard, we’re willing to bet people will 
notice.

Shipwreck 
Showcase
In July 1850, following a return voyage from 
China, a Baltimore Clipper capsized o�  the coast 
of Mendocino, Calif.  Frolic’s crew made it safely 
ashore, but its contents of silks, ginger jars and 
bottles of champagne were lost among the 
waves. These artifacts were later recovered and 
preserved at the Mendocino County Museum, but 
are now on loan to the Valene L. Smith Museum 
of Anthropology at Chico State University 
(csuchico.edu) as part of the exhibit “Into the 
Blue: Maritime Navigation and the Archaeology 
of Shipwrecks.” The pieces on display include 
shipboard necessities and case goods that would 
have been delivered to wealthy San Francisco res-
idents. The exhibit runs through July 24.

Gone with the Wind
Track the fi ckle nature of the winds with software engineer 
Cameron Beccario’s interactive map of the world’s wind patterns and 
currents. Users can click and drag, scroll around or zoom in on zones 
all around the world. Wind strength is color-coded, and the altitude is 
selectable. It’s as close to real-time as it can get, updating every three 
hours with data combined from the National Centers for Environ-
mental Prediction, the U.S. National Weather Service, and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Check out the map at 
earth.nullschool.net, but don’t get too swept away.
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Gone with the Wind
 nature of the winds with software engineer 

Cameron Beccario’s interactive map of the world’s wind patterns and 
currents. Users can click and drag, scroll around or zoom in on zones 
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